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After vacating the
1916 school building
last May and
placing the artifacts
in storage, the
Brandon Historical
Society relocated
the Brandon Area
Museum to the
former Chamber of
Commerce building
located at 109 N.
Pipestone Street.
The Brandon City
Council leased the
building to the
Society this spring.
The museum is open
from 1-3 p.m. on
the first Saturday of
the month and by
appointment.

BHS Website
www.brandonhistorical
society.org.

Meetings
Brandon Historical
Society’s meetings are
on the last Thursday of
the month from March
through November. The
next meeting is August
31 at 7 p.m. in the
Brandon Area Museum
at 109 N. Pipestone
Street.

Board Members
President:
Jeremy Risty
Vice President:
Debra Rothenberger
Secretary:
Virginia Pappenfus
Treasurer:
Howard Brown
Board of Directors:
Linda Maurer
Darlene Petersen
Bernice Christopherson

Finances
Months:
January-July
Expenses:
$1,375.16
Income:
$16,000.26

Museum Hours
Brandon Area Museum,
located at 109 N.
Pipestone Street in
Brandon, is open from
1-3 p.m. on the first
Saturday of the month
and by appointment.

President’s report...

Brandon Area Museum opens
First, I’d like to apologize
for this report’s delay. As you
know, we usually publish the
newsletters in January and
June. However, because we
are juggling two projects simultaneously, we delayed this
publication.
The first project is moving
the museum into our new
building. In the spring, the
Brandon City Council unanimously voted to lease the Society the building vacated by
the Chamber of Commerce at
the intersections of Pipestone
St., Holly Blvd. and Splitrock
Blvd. While this building
is small, it is nice to have a
physical presence in the com-

munity. Since then we painted
the walls and ceiling, cleaned
the carpet and moved in selected artifacts. In short, the Brandon Area Museum will be open
Saturday, Sept. 2, from 1-3 p.m.
Please stop by to say “Hi” and
check out our new “digs!”
The other ongoing project
is the Nels Graff cabin restoration. Although we received
thousands of dollars in grants
from organizations like Alliance Communications, Sioux
Valley Energy and the Prairie
Rose Community Foundation,
progress has been slow due to
the inability to find contractors
willing to tackle the project.
However, local contractor Greg

Lacey has agreed to take on
much of the work pro bono.
Yet to ensure the project is
completed in a timely fashion, we must seek the aid
of volunteers. So if you can
wield a hammer or operate
a saw, we could certainly
use your help in the future.
Contact us for ways in which
you can help at 582-2858 or
jristy@hotmail.com.
As you can see, BHS is
busy. So, if you have any
questions or would like to
volunteer, please contact us.
Obviously, we wouldn’t be
here without your generosity
and support. Thank you!!
President Jeremy Risty
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Brandon Historical Society treasurer Howard Brown and vice president Debra Rothenberger
receive a $5,000 check from David Sorenson, one of the South Dakota Prairie Rose Community
Foundation board members, and Pete Johnson, assistant site supervisor for Enel Green
Power North America, Inc. The grant was designated for the Nels Graff cabin relocation and
restoration. The Society also received donations from Alliance Communications, Sioux Valley
Energy and private individuals. Anyone who would like to make a monetary contribution to
the renovation may mail it to the Brandon Historical Society, Attn: Graff Cabin Restoration,
PO Box 606, Brandon, SD 57005. BHS is also seeking volunteers to assist in the restoration.

BHS president Jeremy Risty’s son Thomas rings the 1916 Brandon school bell during the
Loyalty Day Parade in May. Treasurer Howard Brown’s grandsons Grant and Riley Gerritsen
throw out candy to the paradegoers. After the parade, the bell was relocated to the museum.
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Learn more
about the rich
area history
by purchasing
Brandon Area
History: Over 125
Years of Heritage
for only $20.
Books are available
at the Brandon Area
Museum, located
at 109 N. Pipestone
St. and is open from
1-3 p.m. on the first
Saturday of the
month; the 1948
Trading Company
at 721 N. Splitrock
Blvd.; and the
Brandon Chamber
of Commerce in the
Splitrock Square at
306B S. Splitrock
Blvd. in Brandon.
Or, order the book by
mailing a check for
$25 to the Brandon
Historical Society, PO
Box 606, Brandon,
SD 57005. Proceeds
go to the Brandon
Area Museum.

