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Brandon Historical
Society will host
an open house
for the Brandon
Area Museum
Thursday, June 21,
at 4 p.m. Chamber of
Commerce members
and other business
leaders will be
present. On display
are local, state and
national artifacts
relating to Brandon
area history.

BHS Website
www.brandonhistorical
society.org.

Meetings
Brandon Historical
Society’s meetings are
on the last Thursday of
the month from March
through November. The
next meeting is June 28
at 7 p.m. in the Brandon
Area Museum at 109 N.
Pipestone Street.

Board Members
President:
Jeremy Risty
Vice President:
Debra Rothenberger
Secretary:
Virginia Pappenfus
Treasurer:
Howard Brown
Board of Directors:
Linda Maurer
Darlene Petersen
Bernice Christopherson

Finances
Months:
December-May
Expenses:
$1,725.14
Income:
$5,041.76 (Includes
$4,000 DAR grant for
Graff cabin restoration)

Museum Hours
Brandon Area Museum,
located at 109 N.
Pipestone Street in
Brandon, is open from
1-3 p.m. on the first
Saturday of the month
and by appointment.

June 2018

BHS plans work day for Graff cabin
The last six months have
been a busy time for the
Brandon Historical Society.
By far our most important
historical project remains the
Nels Graff cabin restoration.
Although progress has been
slow, we are intent on gaining
significant headway over
the next months. In fact, we
have planned a work day for
Sunday, June 10, from 1-4
p.m. At this time, we will
replace the chinking between
the logs. Within the next
month we also anticipate
replacing the roof.
Eventually, we would like
to tuck point the chimney,
replace the windows and
doors, and then landscape
around the cabin.
As always, if you feel
moved to provide time, talents
and/or funds or materials for
this project, contact me or any
one of the officers or board
members.

Speaking of which, we do
have a board member position
open. The time commitment is
minimal (approximately 10-20
hours a YEAR). If you would
like to take on this role, again,
contact me or another officer or
board member.
Even though we relocated
the Brandon Area Museum a
little over a year ago, we are
now hosting an open house,
Thursday, June 21, at 4 p.m.
This will be to showcase the
museum and highlight several
of the items in it. Chamber of
Commerce members and other
business leaders will be present.
Feel free to stop by for cookies
and refreshments and to peruse
the items on display.
The Society was also represented in the Loyalty Day
Parade in early May. Like last
year, the old 1916 school bell
rang intermittently along with
candy thrown out to the parade
goers.

Lastly, over the same
weekend as the Brandon
Rummage Sales, the Society
conducted its first used
book sale since it evacuated
the 1916 museum site. The
book sale was at the former
Brandon Fire Station on Main
Street where the used books
are stored.
The attendees’ reaction was
overwhelmingly positive. We
not only generated over $300
in revenue through free-will
donations, but also received
several comments encouraging us to hold more frequent
sales.
Assuming we can find
the time and volunteers, we
would like to do so.
As always, I would like to
close by sincerely thanking
you for your support in
helping us in our mission to
preserve, promote and convey
the history of our great city!
President Jeremy Risty
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BHS president
Jeremy Risty and
treasurer Howard
Brown drive the
Historical Society’s
float through the
Loyalty Day Parade
in May. Risty’s son
Thomas and Brown’s
grandsons Grant
and Riley Gerritsen
threw out candy to
the parade goers
and rang the 1916
Brandon school bell,
which is located in
the Brandon Area
Museum.

Thompson’s scrapbook collection
From 1940-1995, Leona Thompson (1913-1998) compiled
scrapbooks documenting local, state and national people
and events. Her collection includes several scrapbooks about
John F. Kennedy’s assassination and one devoted to movie
stars. BHS board member Linda Maurer recently completed
organizing the volumes which are shelved at the Brandon
Area Museum. Visitors may peruse them at the museum’s
open house Thursday, June 21, at 4 p.m. or when the museum
is open on the first Saturday of the month from 1-3 p.m.

