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BHS Website
Brandon Historical
Society’s website is at
www.brandonhistorical
society.org.

Meetings
Brandon Historical
Society’s meetings are
on the last Thursday of
the month from March
through November. The
next meeting is March
28 at 7 p.m. in the
Brandon Area Museum
at 109 N. Pipestone
Street.

Board Members
President:
Jeremy Risty
Vice President:
Debra Rothenberger
Secretary:
Virginia Pappenfus
Treasurer:
Howard Brown
Board of Directors:
Doug Stephenson
Dan Murtha
Linda Maurer

Finances
Months:
July-December
Expenses:
$9,521.27
Income:
$5,646.32

Museum Hours
Brandon Area Museum,
located at 109 N.
Pipestone Street in
Brandon, is open from
1-3 p.m. on the first
Saturday of the month
and by appointment.
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BHS hosts open house for museum
Brandon Historical Society
continues to be busy.
In June BHS hosted an
open house in the relocated
Brandon Area Museum at
109 N. Pipestone St. It was in
conjunction with the Brandon
Valley Area Chamber of
Commerce ribbon cutting.
BHS also welcomed two
new board of directors, Dan
Murtha and Doug Stephenson.
Murtha replaced Bernice
Christopherson, whose term
expired. He lives in Corson
and teaches seventh grade geography at the Brandon Valley
Middle School. He has been
integral in helping us move
artifacts, open up the museum
and work on the Graff cabin.
Stephenson, who lives in
rural Valley Springs, brings a
wealth of knowledge and expertise in regard to historical
artifacts and events. He has
already contributed significantly. He replaced Darlene
Petersen, who resigned due to
health reasons.
BHS would like to not only
welcome these board members, but also sincerely thank
Christopherson and Petersen
for their years of dedication
and commitment to the society.
In August BHS conducted
a used book sale, of which
Modern Woodmen of America provided matching funds
of $250. Representative John
Murawski presented the check
and the Modern Woodman
Hometown Hero award at
the September meeting. BHS

Pastor Dan Deardoff of Blessed Redeemer Lutheran Church views
artifacts in the Brandon Area Museum during the Brandon Historical
Society’s open house. It will be open January 5 from 1-3 p.m.

thanks Murawski and Modern
Woodmen of America.
The society continues the process of refurbishing the 1870
Nels Graff cabin. This has been
a source of frustration and anxiety as we have had difficulty
finding contractors willing and
able to take on this historical
project. However, there are two
sources of good news.
First, Heinemann Restoration
from Dell Rapids chinked the
entire outside and inside of the
cabin, and it looks great! This
will prevent animals from entering the building and decrease
weathering of the structure.
Secondly, a contractor placed

a bid to finish the restoration
process. The problem is the
bid is significantly higher
than we expected. Thus, we
are exploring other options.
We do thank you for your
continued patience and support as we seek to finish this
project as soon as possible.
As always, we sincerely
thank you, dear patron, for
your support of our mission to
preserve and display the history of our great community.
Check out the Brandon
Area Museum at its new location. It will be open Saturday,
January 5, from 1-3 p.m.
President Jeremy Risty
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n Ihla Ode, 85, a charter
member of the Brandon
Historical Society, died
August 31, 2018.
Ihla was born September
17, 1932, to Andrew and
Letha Torkelson. In the
1920s her father established the first Brandon
automobile repair shop,
which still exists today
on Main Street as Wirtjes
Auto Repair & Sales.
Ihla married Lee Ode on
November 21, 1951. After
two years of marriage
living in California where
Lee served in the Marine
Corps, they moved to
the family farm west of
Brandon. They raised
three children: Kim (John
Danicic) Ode, Leslee
(Bruce) Duncan, and Lee
Steven (Nancy) Ode.
n Roger Hunt, 80,
a Brandon Historical
Society charter member,
who volunteered his legal
service for the society,
died November 9, 2018.
Roger, the son of Wayne
and Louise Hunt, was born
in Flandreau, February 23,
1938.
After serving for twentytwo years in the U.S. Navy
as a member of the Navy’s
Judge Advocate General’s
Corps, Roger retired from
the military in 1984. He,
his wife, Sharon, and their
three children moved to
Brandon where he set up
his law practice. Their
children are Dawn (Ted)
Siemens, Heather Taguchi,
and Lamont Hunt.
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Graff
cabin
Heinemann
Restoration
from Dell
Rapids
chinked
the cabin
walls both
inside and
out. Future
restoration
projects
include
two doors,
a window,
and
shingling
the roof.

BHS receives
Hometown
Hero award
Modern Woodmen
of America
representative
John Murawski
presents the Brandon
Historical Society
the Hometown Hero
award for its service
to the Brandon
area community.
In addition to the
honor, Modern
Woodman sent a
$100 check. After
the presentation,
Murawski also
provided $250
matching funds of
the August 24, 2018,
BHS used book sale.
The society thanks
Murawski and
Modern Woodman
of America for the
recognition and the
monetary gifts.

