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BHS Website
Brandon Historical
Society’s website is at
www.brandonhistorical
society.org.

Meetings
Brandon Historical
Society’s meetings are
on the last Thursday of
the month from March
through November. The
next meeting is March
26 at 7 p.m. in the
Brandon Area Museum
at 109 N. Pipestone
Street.

Board Members
President:
Jeremy Risty
Vice President:
Debra Rothenberger
Secretary:
Virginia Pappenfus
Treasurer:
Howard Brown
Board of Directors:
Linda Maurer
Doug Stephenson
Dan Murtha

Finances
Months:
July-December
Expenses:
$9,599.05
Income:
$10,439.12

Museum Hours
Brandon Area Museum,
located at 109 N.
Pipestone Street in
Brandon, is open from
1-3 p.m. on the first
Saturday of the month
and by appointment.

After contractor Joe Bowar of Bowar Construction and many volunteers completed the restoration of
the Nels Graff cabin exterior, visitors to Pioneer Park like Rylan, Ryder and Corbin Rothenberger may
appreciate its historical significance. The Brandon Historical Society plans to restore the interior.

Bowar completes exterior restoration

On behalf of the Brandon
Historical Society, I want to
wish you a Happy New Year!
As the new decade is upon
us, we want to thank you
for your continued support
for our organization and our
mission to protect, preserve
and promote the history of our
great community.
Much has happened since
our last report in June. First,
the Graff Cabin continues to
make progress. The exterior
was completed by Joe Bowar
Construction (with the help of
dozens of volunteers–thank
you!), and it looks great. We
tore off the tar shingles and
decking and replaced it with

new decking and shake shingles. New doors, shutters and
windows were also installed.
Furthermore, the chinking of the
cabin was replaced by Heinemann Restoration.
We plan to finish the interior
of the cabin in the spring so that
it will be open to the public by
this summer. If you find yourself
in Pioneer Park, be sure to stop
by and check it out.
I would also remind you about
a couple of other ways to support our organization. First, we
continue to have used book sales
at the old fire hall downtown.
The next one will be sometime
in May, and it’s usually coordinated with the spring citywide

rummage sales. Stop by and
grab some reading material
for a freewill donation.
Second, the Brandon Area
Museum is open the first
Saturday of every month from
1-3 p.m. We have numerous
class composites from the
high school and artifacts that
help tell the story of our local
area.
Once again, thank you
for your continued support
and we look forward to the
positive changes we can make
in our community with your
help.
Let’s make 2020 the best
year yet!
President Jeremy Risty
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In Memory
n Mary Stoller, 91, of Detroit Lakes,
Minnesota, died August 10, 2019.
Mary was born on September 27, 1927, to
Paul and Sally (Pearson) Ode on the family
farm west of Brandon. She graduated from
Brandon High School in 1945 and Augustana
College in 1949. She taught high school
English. In 1958, she married Cal Stoller.
They made their home in Battle Lake.
Mary is survived by their daughter Amy
(Mike) Stearns, grandchildren Benjamin and
Katherine, her brother James (Ruth) Ode. She
was preceded in death by her parents, husband Cal, sister Elaine (Alton) Smedstad, and
brother Burton (Dorcas) Ode.
n Arlene Erickson, 98, of Brandon died
November 19, 2019.
Arlene was born on October 7, 1921, to
Samuel and Christina Peterson on a farm south
of Faith. In 1936, her family moved to the
Samuelson Homestead on Beaver Creek south
of Brandon. After she graduated from Brandon
High School, Arlene attended Black Hills
Teachers College and Augustana College. She
taught at rural schools in Minnehaha County
and at Brandon Elementary.
On August 29, 1954, Arlene married
Kenneth Erickson at Beaver Valley Lutheran
Church rural Valley Springs. She is survived
by their children Michael (Chris) Erickson
and Lorene Hollenbeck.
n James Petersen, 86, died November
29, 2019. He was born to Anton and Clara
(Nielsen) Petersen on July 31, 1933, in Lake
Norden. His family moved to Hayti where he
graduated from high school in 1952.
After graduation, he moved to Sioux Falls
and worked for Sioux Falls Roofing before
starting his career at John Morrell where he
worked for 37 years. Jim married Darlene
Henley on June 7, 1952, and the couple was
blessed with four children: Lynne (Mark)
Erickson, Mark (Della) Petersen, Todd (Patty)
Petersen, and Beth Lynn.
Jim owned Brandon Plaza Lanes and James
Petersen Construction, where he built and
remodeled homes. He also served on the
Brandon City Council and helped formulate
the development of the city.

Because of Mary Stoller’s generous memorial, Brandon Historical Society plans
to restore the interior of the Nels Graff cabin this spring. During the July 25
meeting, President Jeremy Risty (top) talks with board member Dan Murtha
about the interior and landscaping projects slated for 2020. The chinking (left)
waterproofed the interior. The stairs (right) lead to the cabin’s second story.

